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Marsh Christian Trust  
é over 20 years of supporting others 
 
 
The Marsh Christian Trust is a grant making body, established in 1981 with the 
sum of £75,000.  Having grown through investments and additional donations by 
the founder and current Chairman, Mr Brian Marsh, the Trustôs funds currently 
stand at just over £4 million.  It does not accept any public donations. 
 
The Trust maintains a policy of making a comparatively large number of modest 
grants each year.  It normally only makes grants to registered charities  
experienced in their chosen field of work and never to individuals.  Since its  
establishment in 1981, the number of organisations supported has grown from 
just 8 to over 600 today. 
 
The Marsh Christian Trust aims to create long-standing relationships with the 
organisations it supports.  Trustees visit each long-term recipient charity in order 
to review the work done, learn of future plans and offer advice on fundraising 
activities and other organisational problems. 
 
The causes supported by the Marsh Christian Trust lie broadly within six key 
areas of work: 
 
Literature, arts and heritage 
Social welfare 
Environmental causes and animal welfare 
Education and training 
Healthcare  
Overseas appeals 
 
The Trust also allocates a small percentage of its resources to ad hoc requests 
from bodies outside these core areas and has supported organisations including 
Prisoners Abroad, The Refugee Council and Victim Support in the past.  
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The Marsh Awards  
recognising those who do it out of love, not for money  
 
There are hundreds if not thousands of ordinary people who do something  
extraordinary every day of their lives - yet go unnoticed by most of us. Perhaps 
itôs because their deeds seem only minor in the scale of todayôs global headlines 
é but if it werenôt for these individuals, our world would be a sorrier place.  Bold, 
tenacious, and enterprising, these individuals arenôt heads of global businesses, 
just down-to-earth folk, passionate about what they do and who devote their 
lives to improving the world in which we live, and the world weôre leaving to our 
children: 
 

They welcome distressed young people into their homes for months at a time to 
help them take the first steps on the road to recovery and gain some sort of  
normality in their lives. 
 

They spend years of their lives painstakingly collecting data to ensure that we 
can continue to enjoy the sight of butterflies in our gardens, or that some of our 
rare breeds of British farm livestock will survive. 
 

They dedicate their entire lives to making sure that our nationôs rare plants and 
trees are not doomed to extinction. 
 

They toil tirelessly in their free time to faithfully restore buildings of national  
historical value that have fallen into disrepair. 
 

All these things they do out of love and dedication, not for personal fame or  
fortune.  They donôt expect recognition but they deserve it, and thatôs what the 
Marsh Awards aim to do. 
 

The Awards are the brainchild of Brian Marsh, chairman of the Marsh Christian 
Trust, who wanted to support areas such as conservation and volunteering but 
needed to identify some special way of ensuring a modest sum of money made 
an impact.  The Marsh Awards created that vehicle and have allowed the Trust 
to recognise these unsung heroes and heroines from professions within the  
scientific fields of genetic bio-diversity and conservation biology to volunteers 
working with both the young and the old. 
 

The Awards programme works with key partner organisations including the  
English Speaking Union, Barnardoôs and the World Society for Protection of  
Animals. These partners recommend a short-list of worthy award winners, but 
the final decision lies with the Award Trustees, ensuring complete independence 
and giving real value to the winners in terms of the recognition earned. 
 

The Marsh Awards now total 32 and continue to grow. The main areas of focus 
for the Awards include conservation, science, the arts, heritage, literature and 
volunteering. 
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The Marsh Awards é the real heroes   
Ecology and Conservation  

Winner:  Dr David Astley,  
for his work in the Plant Genetic  
Resources Field.  
 
Pictured (centre) with Mr Brian Marsh 
(left) and Giles Coode-Adams (left) 

Marsh Award for Horticultural Research 2009  
(in partnership with the Royal Horticultural Society) 

Winner: Mr. J Collins (pictured) 
Mr Collins has been recognised as a 
world expert on fossils and crabs, 
and his contribution to palaeontology 
over 45 years as an amateur has 
been outstanding, and is equal to, or 
better than, many professional  
palaeontologists. 

Marsh Award for Palaeontology 2008  
(in partnership with the Natural History Museum)  

 
Winner: VITA, Russiaôs leading  
animal protection organisation, is  
entirely run by volunteers, whose 
dedicated members work on a range 
of issues including education, farming 
and stray dogs.  They have also taken 
on the great challenge of lobbying for 
the passing of animal protection  
legislation in Russia. 

Marsh International Animal Welfare Award 2008  
(in partnership with the World Society for the Protection of Animals - WSPA) 
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Marsh Biography Award  
In association with The English-Speaking 
Union for the best biography written in the 
previous 2 years about a distinguished 
person. 
 
 

Maggie Fergusson  
John Guy  
Brenda Maddox  
Anthony Sampson  
Richard Holmes  
Jim Ring  
Selina Hastings  
Patrick Marnham 
Hugh and Mirabel Cecil 
David Gilmour 
Roland Huntford 

2007 
2005 
2003 
2001 
1999 
1997 
1995 
1993 
1991 
1989 
1987 

 

Marsh Award for Childrenôs Literature 
in Translation  
This award recognises the best  
translation into English of a childrenôs 
book published in the previous two years  

Sarah Ardizzone  
Anthea Bell  
Sarah Adams 
Anthea Bell 
Betsy Rosenburg 
Patricia Crampton 
Anthea Bell  

2009 
2006 
2005 
2003 
2000 
1998 
1996  

Marsh Award for Volunteering in  
Support of Older People  
Run in association with Contact the  
Elderly, the Award recognises the  
commitment of an individual or a group 
volunteering with older people in their 
community.  

Lynn Thomas 
Doreen Eggar, Rita Leloch 
and Brenda Avery 
Carolyn Dennis 
Iris Williams 
Maureen Hutcheson 
George Edison 

2008 
2007 

 

2006 
2005 
2004 
2003 

Literature  

Volunteering and Vocational  
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Marsh Refugee Volunteer Award  
Run in association with the Refugee 
Council, the award recognises a project 
initiated by one of their volunteers or 
groups that has made a particular  
contribution to the lives of refugees and 
asylum seekers.  

Liz Maddocks and the 
Common Conversation  
Project 
Hannah Hawthorn and the 
SHARE (Sheffield  
Homework and Arts  
Resettlement Experience) 
project  

2007 
 
 

2006 
 

 

Marsh Heritage Volunteer Award  
Run in partnership with the National 
Trust, the Award recognises outstanding 
voluntary contribution towards their work.  

Hughenden Manor Walled 
Upper Wharfedale 
Birmingham Back to Backs 
Needles Old Battery 
Llanerchaeron 
Fountains Abbey & Studley 
Royal volunteers 

2008 
2007 
2006 
2005 
2004 
2003 

Marsh Award for the Benefit of Rural  
England  
Run in partnership with Campaign to  
Protect Rural England, to recognise  
volunteers who have played a significant 
part in improving and protecting the  
environment.  

Martin Walton 
Campaigners for a Proper 
Park 

2008 

Volunteering and Vocational  

Marsh Volunteers for Museum  
Learning Award  
Run in association with the British  
Museum, to recognise the best practice 
and most innovative ways in which  
volunteers work in museums and  
galleries to engage the public. 

Beth Talbot  2009 
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Winner: Isabelle Côté 
 
Isabelle has made a substantial  
impact on coral reef research and 
conservation through her work in the 
Caribbean while based at the  
University of East Anglia and Simon 
Fraser University. 
 

Marsh Award for Conservation Biology 2009  
(in partnership with the Zoological Society of London) 

 
Winner: Professor Mike Beagon 
 
Mike is Professor of Ecology and 
Deputy Head of the School of      
Biological Sciences at the University 
of Liverpool. Of his many leading 
contributions to ecology, Mike has co
-authored three ground breaking and 
fundamentally important text books, 
Ecology, Essentials of Ecology and 
Population Ecology. 

Marsh Ecology Award 2009  
(in partnership with the British Ecological Society) 

Winner: Lynne Farrell 
 
Botanical conservation in the UK can 
rarely have had a more dedicated 
and influential servant than Lynne 
Farrell. In both her professional life 
and as an amateur she has had   
exceptional success and pioneering 
outcomes at every scale and in 
every aspect of botany. 

Marsh Botany Award 2009  
(in partnership with Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew) 
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Marsh Volunteers for Museum Learning Award 2009  
(in partnership with the British Museum) 

Winner:  Mary Teasdale. 
 
Mary has been with Rethink since 
1992 and in that time, she and her 
team have dealt with approximately 
150,000 cases, many of which have 
resulted in major changes in practice 
and/or the law. 
 

Marsh Award for Mental Health Work 2008  
(in partnership with Rethink) 

Winner:  Sarah Ardizzone,  
for her translation of Timothée de 
Fombelle's sequel to Toby Alone, 
entitled Toby and the Secrets of the 
Tree. 
 
Pictured (centre right) with  
Aleksandra Marsh (left) and Valerie 
Mitchell of the ESU (right) 

Marsh Award for Childrenôs Literature in Translation 2009 
(in partnership with the English Speaking Union) 

Arts, Literature and Heritage  

Volunteering and Vocational   

Winner:  Beth Talbot, for her work at 
Pollok House, National Trust for 
Scotland. 
 
Beth is pictured here with Frank  
Dobson MP and Brian Marsh OBE 
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Marsh Volunteer of the Year Award for 
Work with Children  
Run in association with Barnardos, the 
award recognises a volunteer from a 
shortlist selected as Regional & National 
Volunteers of the Year for their  
outstanding contributions to work with 
children 
 
Two new awards were introduced in 
2008; the Young Volunteer of the Year 
award, and the award for Innovation and 
Dedication.  

Sue Legate 
Doug Easterbrook 
Angela Bluck 
Trusha Kothari 
Caroline Earl 
Trevor Yeo and Karen Wills 
Staff at Palmersville Shop 
Staff of the Preston 
Nightstop 
Staff of the Stranraer Shop 
Angela Hall  

2009 
2008 
2007 
2006 
2005 
2004 
2003 
2002 

 
2001 
2000  

Volunteering and Vocational  

Marsh Award for Mental Health Work  
Run in partnership with Rethink, to  
recognise outstanding contributions to the 
field of mental health work.  

Mary Teasdale 
Prof Robin Murray 
Terry Hammond 

2008 
2007 
2006 

Marsh Young Volunteer of the Year 
Award  
Run in association with Barnardos, the 
award recognises the contribution made 
by a young person, up to the age of 25, 
who volunteers for Barnardo's and make 
a significant contribution to the work of 
Barnardo's in any area of activity. 

Neil Jones 
Nicola Burns  

2009 
2008 

Marsh Award for Innovation and  
Dedication  
Run in association with Barnardos, the 
award recognises those working with a 
Barnardos service, who are involved in 
challenging areas of work, and who have 
shown determination to overcome  
discrimination and find new ways of  
working 

Owen Gill  
Jagrutti Duggal  

2009 
2008 


